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SHOW DATES   
Please block these dates off on the calendar now!    
Friday, March 9        7:30 pm  Friday, March 16  7:30 pm 
Saturday, March 10   2 pm  Saturday, March  17   2 pm 
Saturday, March 10   7:30 pm     Saturday, March 17  7:30 pm 
 
Tech Week (rehearsals every evening)    Monday March 5th-Thursday March 8th. (Call Times TBD) 
 
TICKETS:   
  PRESALE:  Come get your pick of seats next Saturday!   From 9am-12noon, one day only, January 14th, you can  

purchase tickets for $10 each at the APAC (Athena Performing Arts Center) ticket booth.   Presale  
is open to all cast and crew members. 

Tickets will be available at www.showtix4U.com and at Wegman’s Service Desks starting next week.  Tickets will be $10 
at Wegmans and Showtix4U, and, if available, will be $11 at the door. 

 
WEBSITE: 
 Our link to all of Annie’s antics!       www.gamstheatre.org    
 Note:   website has been experiencing intermittent issues.   Our webmaster, Gina DiBella, is on top of this 
and working to get the website back up and running!      We will try to keep you posted via email in the 
meantime! 
 
ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES 
 
Welcome our new Attendance Coordinator, Mr. Mike Nersinger!     From this point forward, please copy Mr. 
Nersinger on all absences, along with Mrs. Bechtold.    Mdn413@aol.com  and 
julieann.bechtold@greece.k12.ny.us .    Mr. Nersinger will be calling students who are not at rehearsals without 
excuses just as a reminder.   Thank you!    
 
Students may write their own “excuses” to let us know ahead that they will not be at a practice. These can be 
dropped off in the inbox for Attendance in Mrs Bechtold’s room.     
 
Make sure you say hello to Mr Nersinger  !!!!! 
 
If you miss a rehearsal, please check with others in the chorus to find what you missed.   It’s very important that 
you try to make it to all rehearsals so that you will be ready for show time! 
 
Sometimes there are conflicts between one rehearsal and another.   The GENERAL rule of thumb is to go to the 
first dance rehearsal and then go to vocal rehearsals, alternating so that you get the most out of both.    The 
directors understand this happens, so just ask them or let them know and they will help to work around the 
conflict.   See Mrs. Bechtold if you are having a long term conflict with sports, dance, etc…. We’ll do our best to 
work with you as long as we know about it!!!! 
 

http://www.showtix4u.com/
http://www.gamstheatre.org/
mailto:Mdn413@aol.com
mailto:julieann.bechtold@greece.k12.ny.us


From the Director’s Chair:          
 

I don’t think I’ve sat down once this week!   I am loving the energy you are all showing.  Keep it up. 
Stay rested, make healthy decisions.   Take your vitamins, eat right and stay hydrated.  
 
As we saw on Friday, please know that whenever the district publicizes that school activities are closed, we cannot get into 

the buildings. This includes Saturdays and Sundays.  Watch the TV and radio and look for emails from us. Keep your fingers 
crossed that there will be no more cancellations, ESPECIALLY in March!!!!!! 
 
Now that the harsh weather has finally arrived, make sure you are dressing APPROPRIATELY for winter!  Keep your legs 
covered, wear a hat/scarf/gloves!    This applies to our high school volunteers also!!!   
 
Also, this is a reminder that all leads and supporting roles should be memorizing their lines and be script free by the end of 
the month. Keep up with your homework and studies.  
  

Make sure you are staying on top of your studies, as well as other commitments.  If you received a D or F on your last 
report card, you should be doing a runaround sheet.  All runarounds are due to me WEEKLY in order for you to continue to 
rehearse.    Those of you that received run-around sheets, they were due to Mrs. Bechtold by Friday, 1/13! If you did not 
hand yours in and it is complete, please bring it on Saturday, and give it to one of the directors. 
 
Lastly, thank you to all the parents and adults that have already been volunteering and supporting our kids.  I really 
appreciate how much help everyone has already chipped in and started!   You are the best! 
 

Mrs. Bechtold 

From the Choreographer’s Bag of Shoes:    
 
Wow! 
 
We have gotten off to a GREAT start……. 
 
Make sure you are practicing in order to keep the dances in your head.   I recommend that EVERY cast member should 

have a small notebook for the show. If you take a few minutes to write down what we do in rehearsal, in your own words, it  
will help your brain to work with your muscles much easier.   By show time, you won’t even have to think about it!   
 

When it is snowy or rainy outside, wet shoes should NOT be worn on the dance area in the cafeteria, and NEVER in the 
dance studio.   Wet spots can be dangerous for other students, and damaging to dance shoe soles.  Bring an extra pair of 
dry shoes or socks to wear for rehearsal. 
 
Remember that you can email me with any questions in between practices at cldancer@rochester.rr.com.         
 

Miss Larkin 
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Annie News 
* Production Team Meetings: REMINDER: We will meet every Saturday morning from now until the Production from 9:00 
to 10:30 AM in Mrs. Bechtold’s Class Room (room 521).  Tomorrow’s meeting (1/14/12) will start at 9:30 to allow chairs the 
chance to go get presale tickets.   Come to the meeting as soon as you can if you’re still in line at 9:30! 

*Parent Volunteer Forms….Please return this form right away.   We need to plan rehearsals around chaperones and other 
support people.   We really need your help to put on a show of this magnitude.  Thank you to everyone who has turned 
them in so far.   Also thank you to some of you that turned them in twice!  We appreciate it! 

*Parent Info Forms….We do most of our communications by e-mail, so please make sure that we have a valid email.   We 
will be meeting with the dozen or so that we don’t have emails for today to insure they have all the information as well as 
understand how to read the schedules posted outside Mrs. Bechtold’s room.  

*Music Program Participation:  Reminder that students should not use the play as an excuse for not completing their 
expected schoolwork or not participating in other music venues such as band, chorus, orchestra.   If your student is having 
any difficulties, please speak to one of the music teachers as soon as possible to see if a solution can be arrived upon.   
 

Annie CLOTHING 

Clothing forms were sent out in Email, and extras will be available at Saturday’s rehearsal, or outside Mrs. Bechtold’s room. 
Copy attached at end of newsletter also!  Please make sure forms are returned NO LATER THAN January 25th to insure your 
order will be accepted.  Samples sizes will be available Saturday in the cafeteria during rehearsals.   No items are returnable 
or exchangeable, so make sure you order the correct size!  Checks should be made out to Athena Middle School Theater. 
Any questions?   Contact Barb Schmitt at bschmitt@rochester.rr.com. 
 
SPONSOR TEAM 
Please talk the show up amongst your individual circles.   We need to fill the seats of the APAC!  Also please help our 

sponsor team to get ads for the program.   Community support really helps.   Letters and forms are being mailed/delivered 
to over 350 potential sponsors.  Please let us know if you approach any potential sponsors, so that we update the list and 
don’t duplicate efforts.   We want to avoid multiple requests wherever possible.   The deadline to get all artwork and 
information to the printer is end of this month, so please pass on any information as soon as possible to Kyle VanPutte at 
vanputte@rochester.rr.com. 

 
PROPS: 
Yayyyy!  We found an antique wheelchair!      Rochester’s School of the Arts is allowing us to borrow the chair!  It 
is really great when schools can help each other out!  Kim Bo and Maxine Murphy are off to a great start 
researching the 30’s and finding props for each scene!    They will let us know if they need our help to find 
something! 

  

LOVE NOTES: 
Purchase a personalized "love note" to your favorite Annie cast or tech crew member to let them know how 

proud you are.  Your note will be printed in the program for your student to see.  The form was sent to 

everyone and is available on the www.gamstheater.org website.  Love Notes are due to the box in Mrs 

Bechtold’s room, or at the attendance dance by January 21st.  See the form for details or contact Sharon 

Messina (fmessina@rochester.rr.com) for more information. 

 

 
CHAPERONES 
WE NEED YOU!!!!!!!!!   Please contact Kathy Gorall to let her know your availability.    Our children’s 
safety during rehearsals and shows is of utmost importance!    kgorall@rochester.rr.com  Thank you to 
all the parents who have been chaperoning already, and also thank you for patience as we become 
more comfortable with the rehearsal schedules! 
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COSTUMES:     Cheryl Fisher (rcfisher@rochester.rr.com), Cindy Stanek (cdkstanek@aol.com) ,  Jen Tuttle 
(jeffjen1@frontiernet.net), Terri Dell’anno (dellanno@rochester.rr.com) 

Welcome to Terri Dell’anno helping us out with her Annie expertise!!!    Terri’s daughter Maria was the original 

GAMST Annie in 2004!   She has lots of experience with costumes for Middle and High School.  We welcome her 

help and friendship!    

Do you sew? Like to organize closets? Love to paint?… In costumes, there is a place for EVERYONE!!  The fun 

begins on Saturday starting at 10:00 until ~3PM in the costume room (1st floor of Music wing- end of hall).   We 

have been having a great time pulling costumes for the cast and starting to match up costumes to students for 

fittings.  

On Saturday 1/14 we would appreciate it if the members of Hooverville could stop by the hallway outside the 

cafeteria to be fitted for a costume anytime between 11-2:30.   Should last no more than 10-15 minutes tops!    

Costumes meets Mondays, Wednesdays,  and Thursdays  from 6:30-8:30 in the 1
st
 floor Costume Room, and 

Saturdays 10-3. 

Please bring your machine, if you have one, along with sewing scissors and extension cords.   We have limited 

room inside the costume room for machines, but we may be able to get some tables for out in the hall.    We do 

have sessions where the middle school kids can join us, and we communicate this information every week. We ask 

they not attend yet(with the exception of Danielle DiCecca our fabulous high school assistant), but we will have 

plans for students soon.    

Please bring your fabric store coupons (Joanne’s, Michaels, Atmore).  They can be dropped off in the costume 

room, or in the box in Mrs. Bechtold’s office.   Once we know what may be needed for donations, we’ll let you 

know...  Let the fun begin! 

Thanks!  Cheryl, Cindy, Jen, and Terri 

 
HEALTH/NURSE INFORMATION 
Food at rehearsals – please be aware that we have children with peanut allergies.  DO NOT BRING any peanut products for 
lunch or snacks (i.e. peanut butter sandwiches or reeses peanut butter cups)…  Make sure that you do bring water and 
enough healthy food to keep your energy levels going.    Try to get plenty of sleep!   Your body needs to adjust to all this 
extra work! 
 
Allergies, Medical Conditions –Thank you to those who have communicated allergies via the parent info form already.  If 
you have not and your child has a medical issue, please either fill in the info form or send a note directly to our lead nurse, 
Kathy Gorall at kgorall@rochester.rr.com.  All student information will be kept confidential.  Do not assume that because 
the school knows, we will know.  Due to confidentiality rules, this information must come direct from the parent to us….  If 
anyone has a specific skin allergy that makeup may aggravate, we would also like to know that so the makeup committee 
can follow up with you. 
 
With cold weather, we need to minimize transfer of germs and sickness amongst the cast.   They are spending hours 

together from this time forward…   It’s all basic stuff, but we need to stress it……Wash your hands and cover your 
mouth/nose ….    Parents, please send students with Kleenex if they have a runny nose…. Wear 
hats/gloves/scarves/socks….Long pants should also be worn- especially outside.   Parents – Please stress this with your kids! 
 
From the school nursing staff, district policy must prevail even at rehearsals.   If students require medication during a 
rehearsal, parents should administer it.   School rules for non-prescription drugs such as Tylenol, Advil, etc… should apply.  
OK to carry inhalers or epi pens if needed.  If you have any specific issues, let Kathy know and we’ll try to work with you. 
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GENERAL NOTES 
*Everyone dances AND sings during the chorus numbers unless you are told otherwise by a director.   Please look 

to attend both vocal rehearsals with Mrs. Bechtold , Mrs. Robinson, or Miss Taylor, as well as dance 
rehearsals with Miss Larkin and Jamie Heinrich. 

 
*If you come early, or are staying for another rehearsal, PLEASE BE RESPECTFUL of the current rehearsal.    Stay in 

the back of cafeteria and keep your voices low.  Respond immediately to directions from Chaperones or 
Directors/Staff. 

 
*Check the schedules in email or outside Mrs. Bechtold room REGULARLY.   New rehearsals will be added as 

deemed necessary. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Did you know that while you are having fun participating in Annie, you are serving your community???   The 
profit we raise from ticket, merchandise, and concession sales, along with our generous sponsors, is all donated 
to local children’s charities to help kids your age in need.    Eighth graders are allowed to use the hours spent in 
rehearsal and performance toward the requirements for the Washington trip per Mrs. Ficarella.    See???? 
VOLUNTEERING IS FUN!!!! 
 
One group we have been supporting for the last 8 years is Camp Open Arms, part of Cancer Action and Gilda’s 
Clubs of Rochester.   On Saturday, January 21st at 12:00 Noon, the ENTIRE cast is scheduled to meet in the 
cafeteria.   Members of Camp Open Arms will be here to thank you for your hard work on their behalf and to tell 
you how much Annie means to them.   Mrs. Bechtold will then have some general announcements for parents 
and students. 
 
Feel free to bring a HEALTHY LUNCH with no peanut products.  You may eat during the meeting.    You are 
especially encouraged to eat lunch if you have rehearsal right before or right after. 
  
Program pictures – Leads, Supporting , Feature Roles: 
*We are finalizing the dates with the photographer.   There will be a letter sent to the students and staff involved with 

more details coming out soon.   Once the photographer date is set, we will confirm the time with everyone.   This is 
only for the leads and supporting and feature roles .  Mrs. VanPutte and Mrs. Passamonte are coordinating this and will 
be letting us know time/schedules.   Leads/Supporting/Features should have a LONG SLEEVE modest black shirt for the 
headshots.  More to come once date is confirmed. 

 
PUBLICITY PICTURES: 
We have parents taking pictures of the rehearsals and crew meeting times.  These shots will be used for publicity 

for the play (newspapers, website, etc…)   We also usually have a slide show running for the house prior to 
the start of the play.   If for any reason at all you do not wish your child’s image to be captured in any of these 
pictures, please let Kelly Larkin know at kclarkin4@gmail.com ASAP so that we can determine what group 
your child is in, and alert the photographers. 

 
FACEBOOK 
Are you friends with Greece Athena Middle School’s Annie?    Friend us!     There are currently rehearsal videos up of the 

Roxies.  More will be posted in the coming weeks!   Feel free to share these with your friends and family to generate 
ticket sales! 
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PERFORMANCE VIDEO 
A souvenir video will be available for purchase to the cast and crew.   More information and order sheets will be 

posted as soon as they are available.   No video of the performances will be allowed.   Parents will be invited 
to video and take flash pictures at the dress rehearsal on Thursday March 8th.   More info to come for the 
dress rehearsals.   

   
SOUVENIR PICTURE DISC 
A souvenir picture disc will be available for purchase to the cast and crew.   More information and order sheets 

will be posted as soon as they are available.   Jeff Weilert and Eric Hoyt, professional photographers here in 
Greece, will be coming to rehearsals to take official cast photos and candids. They will also be doing a photo 
booth during shows for you to get pictures taken with your friends in costume.  All pictures are loaded to a 
disc that you are able to use any of the photos from.   More info to come. 

 
SET CONSTRUCTION 
Set construction will be beginning soon!   Watch for email updates on time.   Because the High School’s show is in 

April this year, most construction will be at Athena.   Look for updates from this years constructions leads: 
Larry Strassner and Ray Umbrino.  

 
FLOWERS  
Flowers and Bouquets from Rockcastle Florists will be available for purchase at every show.  You can even order 

your own custom bouquets from Rockcastle and they will deliver to the flower table for you to pick up.    Pre-
order forms will be available soon, so watch for them! 

 
REHEARSAL SCHEDULE  Attached are the schedules for 1/14 through 1/21.    We will post through 1/28 by 

Monday.    Thanks for your flexibility as we find the right format for rehearsals and for reporting them to you! 
   
 

FUTURE NEWSLETTERS…….    (Kelly Larkin, kclarkin4@gmail.com  ) 
If you would like to have any information placed in the weekly newsletter, please get to me by Friday at noon.   
My goal is to put it together and send it out over the weekend.  If there is information that you need, but haven’t 
yet read, please let me know as well, and I’ll try to get an answer for you in the next edition! 
 
COUNTDOWN BEGINS: 

Opening Night is only 7 weeks away!!!!!!!   You’ll be amazed how fast that will go! 
 
KEY DATES 
*1/16-1/21   Week 3 rehearsals….see the rehearsal section for details, or check the website.   
*Contact/Volunteer sheets due ASAP- mail to address on form or drop off in room 521 
*Student Contracts Due ASAP 
*1/21: Cast meeting 12 noon in Cafeteria.  ALL CAST MEMBERS are to attend.   
Parents are encouraged to listen in as well. 
*1/21: BIO’s due 
*1/24: LOVE NOTES are due 
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5 Random Questions with our Support Staff…. 
 
Music Support- Crystal Robinson………..Mrs. Robinson joins the staff at Athena from Apollo where she was a music 

teacher, and directed their plays!  She will be helping to run lines and teach vocals. 
1. Last song you listened to on your ipod was  Sean Paul Temperature. I love reggatone music. I really love anything that makes me 
want to get up and dance :) 
2. Completely random fact people probably don't know about you …I say the word coffee with a Long Island accent and I never have 
lived in Long Island and I spend most of the summer going to car shows and discussing how to improve on my husbands 88 Monte carlo 
that he shows at these car shows. 
3. What do you order from Starbucks? Skinny Venti Caramel Latte with just a dollop of whipped cream :) 
4. If you could travel anywhere tomorrow where would it be? Italy, I would really love to go explore Europe in general and see all the 
culture and art.  Someday maybe I'll get there. 
5. What are you most looking forward to with 2012 Annie? Learning so much about musical productions from my colleagues, the 
transformation of the students into there characters and seeing my 5 year old daughter's reaction to the show. She is always my best or 
worst critique :)  

 
Musical Support- Heather Taylor …….Miss Taylor  teaches music in the Middle School, and has played the clarinet in 

many of the Middle and High School productions since joining the staff at Athena.  She will be helping with vocal and 
dialogue rehearsals. 

1. Last song you listened to on your ipod was: besides using it for school stuff probably anything by Adele 
2. Completely random fact people probably don't know about you: I once dyed my hair bright red. Literally bright red. It was awesome! 
3. What do you order from Starbucks? Recently: Salted Caramel Hot Chocolate 
4. If you could travel anywhere tomorrow where would it be? My dream would be Paris, France so I could visit all the places I learned 
about in high school and so I could attempt to speak French! 
5. What are you most looking forward to with 2012 Annie? Getting to know more of the middle school students, working with 
colleagues, and seeing it all come together! 

 
Assistant Choreographer- Jamie Heinrich…….Jamie was the Dance Captain last year for Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, and 

joins Miss Larkin this year as the Assistant Choreographer.    Jamie will be running rehearsals once the choreography is 
taught.  She is also helping Mrs. Bechtold with Tuesday rehearsals for leads.  Jamie is a freshman at Athena High School 
so we look forward to many years of help from Jamie! 

1. Last song I listened to on my iPod was "No Light, No Light" by Florence + The Machine. 
2. Completely random fact people probably don't know about me is that I played tackle football for a few years when I was in 

elementary school. 
3. If I were at Starbucks, I'd probably order this Green Tea Frozen Frappe type thing... I don't really remember the name haha. 
4. If I could travel anywhere tomorrow, I'd most likely go to Egypt because it's always been my dream to go there. 
5. For Annie in 2012, I'm most looking forward to teaching the cast everything I can about putting on a great performance! I'm really 

excited about choreographing for the first time, so it'll be awesome to see the kids having fun up on stage, looking amazing, and 
dancing their hearts out! 

 
Dance Assistant – Chrissy Sciarratta………Chrissy has been assisting Miss Larkin and Robin Wunsch for the last five years.   

She is currently a Sophomore at Fashion Institute of Technology in New York, majoring in Fashion Merchandising and 
Marketing.    Chrissy is helping us on her winter break.  Chrissy’s answers are being provided from Miss Larkin, so if 
something isn’t quite right, it was completely unintentional!!!!! 

1. Last song I listened to on my iPod was  Not sure….but she probably last watched on tv “The Princess Bride”…her all time favorite 
movie!!!! 

2. Completely random fact people probably don't know about me is that Chrissy has played an extra in an episode of “Gossip Girl”, 
which will air in February.  She also plays an Occupy New York extra in Law and Order SVU, to air this month.  Chrissy interned for 
Kara Janx, who is currently competing on Lifetime’s Project Runway All-Stars! She has too much fun going to school in NYC! 

3. If I were at Starbucks, she would probably take forever to decide because she goes there all the time.  There is a Starbucks on almost 
every corner in NYC! 

4. If I could travel anywhere tomorrow, NEW YORK CITY!!!    Possibly Italy to find a great leather handbag! 
5. For Annie in 2012, I'm most looking forward to having fun with Miss Larkin, and teaching dance to incredible kids.   I will miss you all 

when I go back to school this semester.   Keep up the great work and make me proud! 
 
Next week we will start to meet our students and tech crew members….with 5 questions.  We’ll ask our random questions to a 6

th
, 

7
th

,8
th

 grade cast member, and a tech crew member .  Mrs. Larkin will send you the list of questions by Sunday, to be returned to 
her by the following FRIDAY!!!  Thanks! 



 
REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 


